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Deborah Arnott, et al.
	We write in response to the article in this journal [1] in which Professor Michael Thun, of the American Cancer Society, comments on what he describes as false assumptions in the recent Royal College of Physicians report [2] on the need for and potential role of different strategies to reduce the substantial harm to health currently caused by tobacco smoking. 

As authors of the report we take this opportunity to point out that neither assumption criticized by Professor Thun--that encouraging smokeless tobacco use will reduce smoking prevalence, or that existing conventional cessation interventions could not be applied more widely--is actually made in the report. What we do argue is that continued reliance on the short-and medium term effectiveness of conventional approaches, irrespective of whether this includes "fixing the healthcare system", will result in millions of avoidable deaths from tobacco smoking. We also outline the radical changes to current controls on the nicotine product market, and in professional attitudes to the problem, that are urgently needed to prevent these deaths. 

We encourage anyone interested in these arguments, and in minimizing the risks and potential abuses that concern Professor Thun, to read the report. It is freely available from the weblink below [2]. 
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